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NEW AMERICAN VOTERS ASSOCIATION (NAVA) 

WORKING TOWARDS A BRIGHTER & BETTER FUTURE 

The NEW AMERICAN VOTERS ASSOCIATION provides programs and
activities in New York . NAVA is designed to be a catalyst to help new

American voters reach their goals and fulfill their potential. Wellbeing is at
the forefront of everything we do. Learn more about the positive impact we

have. Join us in bringing about positive change.

We know that sometimes all it takes to change the world is a little support. Since
our founding in 2007, we have been determined to make an impact in the world.
The core of our efforts is to bring our team’s fresh ideas and passion to the range

of activities we are involved in throughout our community. Through all of our
endeavors we display the conviction behind our beliefs.

OUR ROOTS

To increase the interaction between the immigrant communities of New York
and their local elected officials

. 
To register eligible voters regardless of party affiliation so they can vote and partake

in the electoral process. 

To advocate for issues and causes that affect immigrant communities in
 New York . 

OUR MISSION 

Making a difference one vote at a time! 
Web: www.navausa.org  | eMail : nava.usa@gmail.com 

OUR MOTTO 



June 19,2024 

Dear Friends,

With great pleasure, the Dinner Dance Committee of the New American Voters Association extends a heartfelt and

warm welcome to all our guests attending the seventeenth annual Dinner Dance and Awards at the World’s Fair

Marina. This year, we gather to celebrate the hard work of our public servants who continue to carry our community

forward.

The labor leaders and community service members we honor tonight have been relentless in their efforts to ensure

advancement in labor. We are privileged to recognize and celebrate the following distinguished honorees: Hon.

John C. Liu, Hon. Elizabeth Crowley, Lois Marbach, Lamar Hughes, Thomas J. Grech, Dr. Masudul Hassan, and the

Flushing Community Center.

We are deeply honored by your presence tonight as we celebrate and congratulate these remarkable individuals.

Their indefatigable spirit and dedication have been instrumental in empowering New Americans and helping them

realize their full potential. We thank them for their tenacious advocacy and unwavering commitment to uplifting

and serving our community.

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to the many elected officials, civic leaders, and community leaders who are

here tonight. Your presence reflects your support and recognition of the depth and potential of the New American

community.

At a time of crossroads in our political climate, we recognize the immense potential of New Americans in this

country. They bring with them their dreams, experiences, and skills, which, in turn, are woven into the fabric of

American society—strengthening this great nation. By supporting the New American Voters Association, you are

helping New American families gain the support they need to achieve the American Dream.

Tonight’s event would not be possible without the contributions and tireless work of our steadfast and resilient

committee members: Eve Guillergan, Dinner Dance Chair and NAVA Legal Counsel; Taiba Ahmad, Executive

Director; Dilip Nath, President; and Neil Trivedi, Board Director.

Thank you for joining us in this celebration and for your continued support.

Warm regards,

New American Voters Association
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HONORABLE  JOHN C. LIU 
HONOREE

John C. Liu is a New York State Senator representing a broad
area of northeast Queens. He is chairperson of the Senate’s
committee on New York City Education and also serves on
the committees of Education, Finance, Higher Education,
Judiciary, Rules and Transportation. John was Comptroller of
the City of New York (2010-2013) and a New York City
Councilmember (2002-2009). In 2013, John was a candidate for
Mayor of New York City, in lieu of running for re-election as
Comptroller. Currently, John teaches municipal finance and
public policy in Masters programs at the City University of
New York (CUNY) and Columbia University.
The 43rd Comptroller of New York City, John Liu established
an impressive record as the chief financial officer for 8.4
million residents and overseeing municipal government with
an annual budget of $70 billion. John saved taxpayers $5
billion through rigorous audits of City agencies, detailed
scrutiny of contracts with private companies, and refinancing
of $20 billion of outstanding City bond debt. During his four-
year term of office, he achieved an enviable total investment
return, increasing the City’s pension asset portfolio to $150
billion. John created the nationally acclaimed online
application “CheckbookNYC.com” providing unprecedented
transparency in government spending. He facilitated
economic development and new job creation with acceleration
of City capital projects, capturing low interest rates in the
bond markets.
Always emphasizing that “it’s not just about numbers, it’s
about people,” John Liu championed fairness and equality. An
early and staunch opponent of stop-and-frisk tactics, John
highlighted the risks to communities and taxpayers alike due
to damaged police-community relations. John presented daily-
updated M/WBE Report Cards for City agencies to monitor
and encourage greater government contracting opportunities
for minority entrepreneurs. John also proposed sound
economic policies to create real economic growth and narrow
the ever-widening wealth gap, protected wage standards and
recouped back wages and fines on behalf of cheated workers
from contractors who just don’t want to play by the rules, and
exposed the billions of dollars in publicly-subsidized
corporate welfare doled out by the City that failed to deliver
on promised new jobs and fair housing. He published
numerous reports analyzing and issuing recommendations on
a wide range of public priorities, including education and the
need to take students beyond high school, affordable housing
and family support, retirement security and protection of
pension benefits, and the fiscal and social benefits of
legalizing marijuana.As a member of the New York City
Council, John Liu represented his hometown of Flushing and
northeast Queens. He secured millions of dollars in additional
funding for schools, libraries, parks, senior citizen centers,
and youth programs. John served as chairperson of the
Council’s Transportation Committee overseeing operations of
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Department of
Transportation, and Taxi and Limousine Commission, and
enacted legislation boosting efficiency and efficacy of key

 John also served on the committees on Education, Consumer
Affairs, Contracts, Oversight & Investigation, Land Use, Lower
Manhattan Redevelopment and Health.
John’s significant accomplishments as a legislator included exposing
financial irregularities at the MTA, enacting legislation like the
Equal Access Bill mandating on-demand language services in health
and human services agencies, the School Zone Engine Idling Bill
limiting engine idling near schools, and the Dignity for All Schools
Act requiring the Department of Education to track bullying and
harassment in schools. John used his office to fight hate and
bigotry, and in too many instances denounced violence against
immigrant workers such as restaurant delivery workers. John’s
battles with radio shock-jocks and their corporate sponsors
successfully brought an end to extreme racist and misogynist
broadcasts in the New York market.
Hailed as a “Trailblazer” and “Pioneer," John Liu’s historic elections
– as the first Asian American to win legislative office in New York
and then the first to win citywide office – were milestones for
Asian Americans in New York and across the nation. Although he
wishes Asian Americans had been elected long before, John is
honored to be the first and embraces the opportunity to broaden
representation and public service.
Prior to being elected to office, John worked in the private sector
for 14 years as a professional actuary, most recently as a manager at
PricewaterhouseCoopers. John has drawn upon his real world fiscal
expertise to root out waste and mismanagement in government.
John Liu immigrated from Taiwan at the age of five. He was
educated in New York public schools, including Hunter College
High School, Bronx High School of Science, and Binghamton
University, attaining his degree in Mathematical Physics. John lives
in Flushing with his wife Jenny and their son Joey



HON. ELIZABETH CROWLY 
HONOREE

Elizabeth Crowley has a long and robust
history of public service and work in
construction and community development.
Crowley served on the New York City
Council, representing the city legislature’s
30th District in Queens from 2009 to 2017.
As a member of the New York City
Council, she successfully fought for a record
amount of funding for construction of
schools and
passed laws that strengthened construction
safety standards, expanded opportunities
for Minority and Women-Owned Business
Enterprises, and funded programs that
provided industry training including
Nontraditional Employment for Women.
Crowley also supported major land-use and
zoning amendments allowing for major
expansions including Hudson Yards and
Midtown East. Prior to joining BTEA,
Crowley was a board chair and co-founder
of a non-profit group “21 in 21” — renamed
“The New Majority.” The organization was
dedicated to bringing more gender parity
into the City Council. The effort succeeded
in establishing the first female majority in
the legislative body. Before her election to
the NYC Council, Crowley worked in the
construction industry as a decorative
painter with District Council 9 on
landmark restorations including Radio City
Music Hall, the Central Synagogue and St.
Patrick’s Cathedral. She also spent years
managing workforce and education
programs that trained union members and
workers throughout the diverse
communities of NYC.

Crowley serves on the boards of several
important organizations, including the New
York Building Congress, Non-Traditional
Employment for Women, New American
Voters Association, Helmets to Hardhats and
the Edward J. Malloy Initiative for
Construction Skills. Crowley holds a Master
of Science Degree from Pratt Institute’s
Graduate Center for Planning and
Environmental Science from the School of
Architecture, as well as a Bachelor of Fine
Arts Degree in Art Restoration from the
Fashion Institute of Technology (SUNY). She
resides in Queens with her two sons, Dennis
and Owen.



LOIS MARBACH 
HONOREE

Lois Marbach has a history of community
activism and of being an Advocate for
Women’s Rights, and many social issues while
fighting for Equality and Justice. In 1976 she
was the Founder, organizer and coordinator of
a not for profit
Women’s Center in Queens. Certified in Peer
Counseling, Suicide Intervention and
Domestic Violence support, she ran a suicide
prevention hot line and facilitated various rap
groups and consciousness raising groups. She
has also served as the Legislative Director of
the Queens National Organization for Women
and President of the Queens Women’s
Political Caucus. She is proud to
have served as a Commissioner on the NYC
Commission on the Status of Women and the
Board of Directors of New York NARAL. Lois
was a Candidate for NYS Senate in 1982 and
Queens Borough President in 1986. She is a
former Chairperson of the Queens New
Democratic Coalition (NDC) and former Vice
President of NYS NDC as well as the
Chairperson of the Queens Coalition for
Political Alternatives. She served as President
of both the Eastern Queens Democratic Club
and the Queens County Progressive
Democratic Club. Lois is a former Member of
Community Board 11, and served for 10 years
on the Board of Trustees of the Queens
Borough Public Library. Lois is a former
Commissioner on the Workers Rights Board.
Lois Marbach is currently President of her
local Civic Association the Oakland
Gardens/Terrace Community Council and is
the Founder of Progressive Voices
United/Democratic Coalition, a political
organization started in 2017. Lois is also a
Founding Board Member of Hearts of Change.

Lois is a Democratic Political Consultant for
socially conscious candidates and elected officials.
As the owner of Promotional Strategies she
oversees marketing, promotion and advertising
campaigns for unions, not-for profits, small
businesses and organizes special events such as
conferences and fundraising dinners and
journals. Lois currently works for NYC Council
Member Linda Lee as a Community Liaison.
Among other groups Lois has been honored by:
Recipient Aaron Weiss Humanitarian Award
Flushing NAACP 
Women’s Political Caucus
Korean American Small Business Service Center
Dominican Action Committee Queens Coalition
for Political Alternatives 
Queens LGBTQ Pride Committee 
Democrats for New Politics. 



LAMAR HUGHES 
HONOREE

Lamar Hughes has spent 23 years building
a successful career in education, labor, and
political action. His journey has
underscored the importance of providing
quality education for children while
empowering staff members to deliver their
best.

Lamar began his teaching career at P.S. 118
in District 29, where he formed lasting
relationships with colleagues and met his
wife, Alyson. He later transferred to P.S.
201 in District 25, where he developed new
skills and laid the foundation for his next
step as a labor organizer. His hard work
and dedication led to him being honored
as the 2015 Teacher of the Year by
Assemblyman Mike Simanowitz and The
Stevenson Democratic Club.

As a member and representative of the
United Federation of Teachers (UFT),
Lamar has served in various capacities,
including Chapter Leader, Convention
Delegate, and Chapter Advocate. In 2019,
he was appointed UFT Representative for
District 25, representing 2,700 members
across 36 schools in Northeast Queens.
Lamar is also the UFT's Political Action
Coordinator for Queens, playing a vital
role in facilitating the union's political
initiatives throughout "The World's
Borough."

Lamar is a firm believer in leading by
example and never asking anyone to do
something he wouldn't do himself. He
speaks with intention, conviction, and
clarity, ensuring that his message is heard
and understood. Lamar embraces
discomfort, knowing that growth comes
from challenging oneself. He understands
the value of using his time wisely, a
discipline that has been instrumental in his
many achievements.

Lamar's journey is a testament to the
power of hard work, dedication, and a
constructive approach to problem-solving.
His achievements inspire us all to strive
for excellence while empowering others to
do the same.



THOMAS GRECH
HONOREE

Tom Grech was appointed Executive
Director of the Queens Chamber of
Commerce in July 2015 and became
President and Chief Executive Officer on
November 1, 2017. His career has spanned
the printing and publishing industries over
the past 25 years, with significant roles at
RR Donnelley & Sons Company, Merrill
Corporation, and SONY DADC.

In addition to his professional career,
Tom has been actively involved in various
organizations and community activities.
He served as Past President of the
University of Scranton National Alumni
Society Board of Governors and was a
Board Member of the Nassau Land Trust
from 2010 to 2015. He has also been a
Board Member of the Brooklyn and
Queens Boy Scouts, Catholic Charities of
Brooklyn & Queens, York College
Foundation, Friends of the BQX, Inc.,
King Manor Museum, Cathedral Prep,
and NYC PAL. Tom has co-chaired the
LaGuardia AirTrain initiative and
participated in the Sunnyside Yards
Steering Committee, Western Queens
Tech Council, Willets Point
Redevelopment Steering Committee, JFK
Redevelopment Community Advisory
Council, and Amazon Community
Advisory Committee.

Additionally, he is a Member of the New
York City Regional Economic
Development Council and a Board
Member of the Business Incubator
Association of New York State. He also
serves as Vice Chair of the Town of
Hempstead IDA/LDC.

Originally from Astoria, Queens, Tom is
a graduate of the University of Scranton
in Scranton, PA, with a BS in
Accounting. He also holds an MBA in
International Business from Manhattan
College in Riverdale, NY.



DR.MASUDUL HASSAN 
HONOREE

 During the Liberation war
in1971, he fought for
independence for the
motherland. His father was
brutally killed by the
Pakistani occupation forces.
He was also a victim of
torture. This heroic freedom
fighter is also active in
politics. He was also of the
Central Committee of the
United States Awami League
for a long time. Currently, he
is the president of the United
States Sheikh Kamal Smriti
Parishad. Durig the Covid-19
pandemic Dr. Masudul Hassan
with another three doctors
Dr. Zia, Dr. Hafiz, and Dr.
Arif with Mr. Bappy sent
vaccines and oxygen
saturation machines and 850
ventilators free from the USA
direcctly to Dhaka . 

Freedom fighter Dr. Masudul
Hassan is a renowned
cardiologist. He has worked as a
cardiologist in the UK,
Bangladesh, UAE and USA. He
is a professor and director of
the Metropolitan Learning
Institute in New York. 



FLUSHING COMMUNTIY CENTER 
HONOREE

The Flushing Community Center stands
as a vibrant beacon within our
community, providing a welcoming hub
for individuals of all ages—from playful
children to wise seniors. We are dedicated
to enriching lives through a diverse array
of classes and activities that promote
healthy living and lifelong learning. Our
center not only teaches the art of healthy
cooking and offers a variety of
educational opportunities, but it also
serves as a dynamic gathering place,
uniting the community under one roof
and fostering a spirit of togetherness and
communal growth. 



Congratulations 
to Team NAVA 

and all the honorees
 

Dr. Dilip Nath
Author, Executive  Leader, 

Voting Rights Advocate & Human Rights Defender
 

All of the books below are avalible on Amazon  



Congratulations to NAVA and all the
honorees. Congratulations to Lamar
Hughes. He always strives to include

everyone and works tirelessly to advocate
for our schools. Your dedication and hard

work are truly inspiring.

Taiba Ahmad 
Executive Director of NAVA 

Muslim Community
 Civil Rights Activist

& 
 Education Activist 



 

Sign the Petition on Change.org 

to Save Bliss Theater in Sunnyside! 

Scan the QR Code: 

Congratulations to NAVA and the Outstanding Honorees:

Hon. John C. Liu, Hon. Elizabeth Crowley, Thomas Grech,

Dr. Masudul Hassan, Lamar Hughes, Lois Marbach, and the

Flushing Community Center 

Thank you Thalia Spanish Theatre for the Juneteenth Performance! 

 

Attorney 

Director of Small Law Firm Center, 

NYC Bar Association 

Legal Industry and Bar Association Leader 

Member of Board of NAVA 

NAVA Gala Committee Chair 

Board of Thalia Spanish Theatre 

Representative of Speaker Adrienne Adams to the 

Queens Library Board of Trustees 

Eve Cho Guillergan, Esq. 





Thomas J. Grech
President & CEO

and all the honorees on your
selection

New American Voters
Association

Queens Chamber of Commerce
Congratulates



Deb Achs • Linda Billingsley • Michele Carullo 

MaryAnn Chirichella • Vivian Floch • Sandy Friedman 

Cindy Heinze • Mickey Helfand • Dr. Joan Jacobs • Cindy Katz

Laurie Katz • Ellen Kazdan • Marylou Olin • Donna Rothstein

Marlene Rubins • Susan Scharf • Audrey Seidman • Peggy

Steffann

CONGRATULATIONS
To Our Dear Friend 

For NAVA’s Recognition
Of Your Community
& Political Activism

We Love You & Honor You
For Your Support of 

New Americans

LOIS MARBACH



Congratulations
to 

 Lois Marbach
& 

all the honorees

Michael Villaluna 
Charles Ober 

and 
Ridgewood Democratic Club



Congratulations
Lois Marbach & Elizabeth Crowley 

for the joy of Knowing you and working
together on common concerns .

John C. Liu & Thomas Grech 
for your service to the community 

with thanks and appreciation 

Joan DeCamp  



Best Wishes & Congratulations 
to all 

Awarders & Awardees

Koshy  O Thomas 
Queens India Day Parade Chair

CFO www.Lendme.com 
Low Rate Investment Loan 

Nationwide (347) 867-1200  

Congratulations 
to  all 

the honorees 
and 

NAVA 

Pritam Singh 







June

25
th

Democratic
Primary
Election

Scan the QR Code to learn more
about Sharifa’s qualifications
www.sharifaforjudge.com

CONGRATULATIONS

SHARIFA
NASSER-CUÉLLAR 

F O R  C I V I L  C O U R T  J U D G E  

VOTE

Qualified

Experienced

Integrity

PAID FOR BY NASSER CUÉLLAR 4 QUEENS 

 
Congratulations to NAVA on the 17th Annual Dinner
Dance! We celebrate this year’s honorees and commend
NAVA for its exceptional dedication to advancing voter
access and protecting voting rights. 

Vote Early June 15 - 23 



▶
▶
▶

Fa irness
Co mpassion
Re spect for All

for
SURROGATE'S

COURT 
JUDGE

Democratic Primarywww.VOTEforWENDYLI.com
VOTE TUES., JUNE 25
Paid for by Wendy Li for Surrogate

J U D G E

Endorsed by Asian
American Bar Association
of New York

Scan here to  nd your voting site







for being the voice to create economic security, justice and a better
future for women, families, and communities in New York.
Congratulations to our honorees:

EMBLEMHEALTH SALUTES
The New American Voters Association in its efforts to increase
the interaction between the immigrant communities of New York City
and their local elected officials. 

At EmblemHealth, we go beyond coverage to support the health 
of our communities. Thank you New American Voters Association 
for going beyond to make a difference.







Congratulations
to

NAVA and all the
honorees.

FAHAD R SOLAIMAN
PRESIDENT / CEO

ALL CHOICE ENERGY 

WOODSIDE ADULT DAYCARE

CENTER

BALAKA 3 STAR STAFFING 
NEW YORK STATE ENERGY

BROKER

OFFICE: 718-205-5195
CELL: 347-393-8504

EMAIL: FAHAD@FAUMAINC.COM
37-18 73RD ST. SUIT 502 

JACKSON HEIGHTS,NY 11372 









ACCOUNTING & 
AUDITING
SERVICES

Our team of experts has years of
experience in handling financial
matters for businesses of all sizes.

We offer:
Tax Preparation  

Tax Planning

Financial Statements

Auditing Services 

Call for more information :

(917) 453-9973

amar.dyal.cpa@gmail.com

Dyal Consulting Group
Inc. 

Amar Dyal CPA 



268 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset NY 11791

516-906-0673 

JOEL GRANT 
AND 

GINA RAMPELLO

Congratulations to
NAVA and 

 all the honorees

Your only friends in the car business

LegendLegendLegend    
NissanNissanNissan    











Congratulations

Dr. Hassan 

and all the 

Nava  honorees 





Congratulations to
NAVA and all the
honorees.  



Cathy Nolan
Former Assembly member AD 37 



For over 40 years
LOIS MARBACH
has been an activist and mainstay of
Tolerance. Humanity and Progressive Politics
in Queens, the multi-cultural Heart
of the Greatest City in the World!
We love you, Lois!

Marc Crawford Leavitt
Leavitt Kerson & Sehati

68-61 Yellowstone Blvd- #116
Forest Hills, NY 11375

718-729-0986
www.LKSLawfirm.com

Marc Crawford Leavitt, Esq.

http://www.lkslawfirm.com/




CONGRATULATIONS TO
NAVA AND ALL THE

HONOREES 



CONGRATULATIONS TO
NAVA AND ALL THE

HONOREES



Congratulations to NAVA and all the honorees. 



1325 Avenue of the Americas, 10th Floor New York, NY 10019
 (212) 704-9745 www.bteany.com

Building Trades Employers’ Association

Elizabeth Crowley
President & CEO

Kristine DeNapoli
Co-Chair

Ted Civetta Jr.
Co-Chair

Scott Wolkowitz
Treasurer

Robert Palumbo
Secretary

BTEA NEW YORK 2024 Officers


